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Peel project off ‘backward’ 
from Cricut mat when 
using cardstock 
Peeling your Cricut mat away from your project is advisable because it reduces the risk 
of damaging delicate or intricate designs. When you peel your project off the mat, there’s 
a higher chance of the material tearing or losing its shape. By gently lifting the mat away 
from your project, you can ensure that your design remains intact and in its intended form, 
especially when working with materials like paper, vinyl, or intricate cuts. Begin by flipping 
both the mat and project face down onto your work surface, ensuring your project remains 
adhered to the mat. Then, gently roll up and away the side of the mat to expose the edge of 
your design. While maintaining a careful grip on your project, continue rolling the mat away, 
gradually and gently peeling your project from underneath.

The initial phase of peeling a cardstock project 
off the Cricut mat, highlighting the importance 
of a gentle and controlled approach to 
prevent damage.

The final photo showcases the 
completed peel, emphasizing 
the meticulous process of 
removing the cardstock project 
backward from the Cricut mat. 
This technique minimizes the risk 
of tearing or warping, resulting 
in a successfully preserved and 
ready-to-use creation.

A mid-process shot, capturing the smooth 
removal of the cardstock project from the mat. 
This technique ensures the integrity of delicate or 
intricate designs during the peel.

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

CardstockMaterial
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Wash your Cricut mats to 
make them sticky again
Over time, your Cricut cutting mat may lose its stickiness due to the accumulation of debris 
and fibers from various materials. Rather than buying a new one, you can easily clean and 
restore its stickiness. To rejuvenate your Cricut mat, start by removing debris with a lint roller. 
Then, in warm/hot soapy water, use your vinyl scraping tool or a sponge to scrub the ‘sticky 
area’ of the mat thoroughly. Rinse, and pat dry. Let it air dry completely, usually about an 
hour. Your mat will be good-as-new and ready for crafting!

Gather Materials
Collect your dirty or less sticky Cricut mat, mild dish 
soap, a soft brush, sponge or your vinyl scraper, and 
access to a sink or basin.

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

Cricut matMaterial

Step 1

Rinse and Dry
Thoroughly rinse the mat with cool water to remove 
soap residue. Pat the mat dry with a clean towel 
or allow it to air-dry completely before using it 
again. The cleaning process helps restore the 
mat’s stickiness, providing better adhesion for your 
materials during cutting.

Clean the Mat
In a sink or basin, apply a small amount of mild 
dish soap to the mat’s surface. Gently scrub the 
mat using a soft brush, sponge or vinyl scraper, 
focusing on areas with the most residue or debris. 
Avoid using excessive force to prevent damage to 
the mat.Step 3

Step 2
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Cut thick materials  
2 or more times
A multi-cut on a Cricut project is useful in specific situations where you need to achieve a 
deeper or more precise cut. It’s typically beneficial when working with thicker materials like 
heavy cardstock, chipboard, or some fabric types. Multi-cutting involves making multiple 
passes over the material, ensuring that it’s thoroughly cut through. You can select a multi-
cut option in the ‘Material Setting’ menu of Cricut Design Space.

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

Poster Board, Chipboard, 
Fabric

Material

Material Settings in Cricut Design Space
On the ‘Material Settings’ screen in Cricut Design 
Space, you can see a 2x cut selected for “Poster 
Board”. Keep in mind that some materials may need 
more passes, so it’s wise to test before the final 
attempt, and you also have the option of using a 
‘deep cut’ blade for thicker materials.

Poster Board 2x Cut in Progress
In progress, the Poster Board receives its second 
pass from the Cricut machine. This is essential for 
achieving a clean and precise cut, particularly with 
thicker materials like poster board, chipboard, or 
fabric.
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Use an ‘Exacto Knife’  
as your weeding tool
When weeding Adhesive vinyl - not heat transfer vinyl - use a sharp ‘Exacto Knife’. The tip of 
the blade will allow you to pick away small pieces. You can use the blade to slice through 
the excess material as you weed your design. This works great for larger projects, and allows 
the use of only one tool in your hand, rather than trying to switch back and forth between a 
weeding tool and scissors. 

Gather Your Materials
Collect your weeding materials, including the vinyl 
sheet, the cut design, and an Exacto Knife.

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

Adhesive Vinyl Material

Step 1

Slice Exterior Pieces
Utilize the sharp blade of the Exacto Knife to slice 
through the exterior pieces of vinyl, creating clean 
edges and defining the shape of your design.

Refine and Finalize
Continue using the Exacto Knife to refine the edges 
and ensure all unwanted vinyl is removed, leaving 
behind a precisely weeded design.

Begin Weeding with Precision
Use the pointed tip of the Exacto Knife to carefully 
lift and remove small, intricate pieces of vinyl from 
the design.

Step 3 Step 4

Step 2
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Clean and sharpen your 
Cricut blade using aluminum
Regularly cleaning your Cricut blade with aluminum foil helps maintain its cutting 
performance and prolongs its lifespan for precise and reliable crafting results. Begin by 
tearing off a small piece of aluminum foil, approximately the size of a golf ball. Ensure your 
Cricut machine is turned off and unplugged before proceeding. Carefully remove the blade 
from the machine following the manufacturer’s guidelines. Then, wrap the blade in the 
aluminum foil, molding it around the blade’s housing, and gently twist it back and forth to 
clean off any accumulated debris or residue. After cleaning, inspect the blade to ensure it’s 
clean and free of any remaining particles before reassembling it and performing a test cut 
to confirm its accuracy. 

Difficulty Beginner

Cricut BladeMaterial

A simple yet effective method to clean and sharpen 
the blade for optimal cutting performance.

A quick and useful 
maintenance task that 
contributes to prolonged 
blade life and improved 
cutting results.

Here, the Cricut blade engages with the aluminum 
foil, emphasizing the practicality of this technique in 
maintaining a sharp and efficient cutting edge.
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Apply your transfer tape 
before weeding
When working with intricate designs or delicate materials like adhesive foil vinyl, applying 
transfer tape before weeding can significantly simplify the process. Adhere the transfer 
tape to the entire unweeded design, pressing it down firmly, peel away the vinyl and transfer 
tape from the backing, leaving all cut pieces on the transfer tape. Then, your design is ready 
for delicate weeding. This technique enhances control and accuracy, making the weeding 
process smoother and more efficient, particularly for projects requiring intricate details.

Apply Transfer Tape to Unweeded Design
Cut a piece of transfer tape slightly larger than 
your design. Apply it to the entire unweeded design 
on the backing sheet, ensuring the transfer tape 
adheres firmly.

Prepare for Weeding
Your entire cut image is now on the transfer tape, 
ready for weeding. The design is securely held in 
place by the transfer tape.

Remove Exterior Layer
Once the inner pieces are 
weeded, delicately remove 
the exterior layer from your 
design, leaving only your 
cut design behind on the 
transfer tape.

Peel Away Vinyl and Transfer Tape
Carefully peel away the vinyl and transfer tape from 
the vinyl’s backing sheet, leaving all outer and inner 
cut pieces of vinyl adhered to the transfer tape.

Weed Inner Pieces First
Using your weeding tool, start by carefully weeding 
the small inner pieces from the cut vinyl. This 
process is made easier and more precise since the 
design is adhered to the transfer tape.

Step 1

Step 3

Step 5

Step 2

Step 4

Difficulty Beginner  

Adhesive Vinyl & Metallic/
foil Adhesive Vinyl

Material
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Brayer: Keep Your Materials 
Secure on the Mat
A brayer is a valuable tool when applying materials to a Cricut mat. The rolling action of 
a brayer enhances the adhesion of materials like vinyl, cardstock, and fabric, making it 
especially useful for intricate or delicate designs that require precise cutting. It ensures 
smooth adhesion, preventing wrinkles and bubbles in your projects. Using a brayer is also 
efficient, saving time compared to manual pressing, especially when handling large or 
multiple pieces of material. 

Difficulty Beginner

AnyMaterial

Precise Material Placement
This photo captures the initial stage, showcasing 
the vinyl neatly laid on the Cricut mat before using 
a brayer. Proper alignment at this stage ensures 
accuracy in the cutting process.

Step 1

Securing with a Brayer
Here, the brayer is in action, rolling over the vinyl on 
the Cricut mat. This step ensures secure adhesion, 
preventing any shifting during cutting and resulting 
in a precisely executed design. This tool ensures 
even pressure and optimal adhesion, preventing 
materials from shifting during the cutting process. 

Step 2
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Cut Multiple Colors and 
Materials on the Same Mat
Cutting multiple colors and materials on a single mat can save you time and materials 
while creating colorful and intricate designs. Start by designing your project in Cricut Design 
Space, organizing it into different colored or material-specific layers. Cut your materials into 
pieces that fit the corresponding portions of your design, and place each material on your 
Cricut mat. For example, you might have a 4”x4” piece of red vinyl in the top right corner 
of your mat and a 6”x3” piece of black vinyl in the top left corner of the same mat. In the 
‘Mat Preview’ screen of Design Space, position the corresponding layers accordingly. In our 
example, the ‘red’ layer will go in the top right corner and the ‘black’ layer will go in the top 
left corner. Load your mat into your Cricut and cut according to the material settings. Then 
unload and reload the same mat for the next material. 

Difficulty Intermediate

AnyMaterial

When working on a project composed of multiple 
colors or materials, make your crafting more 
efficient by using only one mat. Adjust your project 
in the ‘mat preview’ screen, and place your 
materials on your mat accordingly. This way, you 
won’t have to keep swapping out mats.

This Cricut mat mirrors the 
adjustments we made in the 
Mat Preview screen of Design 
Space.  Cut multiple colors and 
materials on a single mat for a 
streamlined crafting process.

In this instance, we’re using two small pieces of 
white vinyl and one small piece of black vinyl. The 
Mat Preview screen shows our project is all set for 
cutting, matching exactly where we placed the vinyl 
on the mat.
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Use paper cutting tool to 
measure vinyl from roll
You can create workable pieces of material from a larger roll of vinyl or HTV using a paper 
cutter.  Accurate measurements help minimize waste by ensuring you only cut the amount 
of vinyl you need for your project.

Precision Measurement  
with Paper Cutting Tool
The paper cutting tool can be used to measure the 
vinyl material from the roll with precision. This handy 
tool ensures accurate lengths for crafting projects, 
enhancing efficiency and minimizing waste.

Step 1

Clean Cutting with the Sliding Blade
The sliding blade of the paper cutting tool smoothly 
cuts through the measured vinyl. This step 
guarantees a clean and accurate cut, making it an 
effective technique for obtaining precise material 
lengths from a roll.

Step 2

Difficulty Beginner  

Adhesive Vinyl, Heat 
Transfer Vinyl, Cardstock 

Material
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Use ‘Snap Bracelets’ to 
keep vinyl organized
Snap bracelets are excellent for keeping vinyl organized because they can be easily 
wrapped around rolls or sheets of vinyl, securing them in a neat and compact form. 
Their snap closure ensures the vinyl stays tightly rolled, preventing it from unraveling and 
becoming disorganized. Additionally, snap bracelets are reusable and come in various sizes, 
making them a versatile and practical solution for vinyl storage.

Difficulty Beginner  

Adhesive Vinyl, Heat 
Transfer Vinyl, any material 
on a roll

Material

Wrap a snap bracelet securely around a roll of 
vinyl, utilizing its snap closure for easy and effective 
organization.

Create an orderly vinyl storage system by organizing 
rolls by color, ensuring easy identification and 
accessibility when needed.

Snap bracelets keep various rolls of vinyl neatly 
bundled together, offering a versatile and reusable 
solution for organization.

Alternatively, use rubber bands or paper clamps to 
secure rolls of vinyl, offering a practical and budget-
friendly approach to keeping your crafting materials 
organized.
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Reuse transfer tape for 
multiple projects
Reusing transfer tape in Cricut crafting can be beneficial for several reasons. Firstly, it’s a 
cost-effective approach since you can extend the life of your transfer tape, saving money on 
purchasing new rolls. Secondly, it’s an environmentally friendly choice as it reduces waste by 
using a product multiple times. 

Expert Tip: 
We recommend experimenting with various types 
and brands of transfer tape; some come with a 
“grid” for alignment, while others are “clear/blank”. 
Some crafters enjoy a “strong bond” transfer tape 
for heartier vinyls (such as glitter vinyl), others might 
prefer a less strong adhesion for more delicate 
applications. Not all transfer tapes are equal, and 
each crafter may have different goals and needs.

Difficulty Beginner

Transfer tapeMaterial

Some brands or types of transfer tape can be much 
stickier than others. “Stronger bond” transfer tape 
tends to take much longer to lose its stickiness. 

It is ultimately up to the individual crafter to 
determine how many times to use each piece of 
transfer tape

Re-use transfer tape multiple times 
to save your resources.

You can use the same piece of 
transfer tape several times, for 
several different projects and 
applications until it starts to lose its 
stickiness.

After several applications, the 
transfer tape may start to lose 
its stickiness, and a new piece of 
transfer tape may be desired after 
a while.
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Use tape to secure 
material to your mat 
Taping the corners or material to the mat is helpful when using a Cricut machine, 
particularly with small or lightweight materials prone to shifting. It’s also beneficial for 
preventing curling in materials like vinyl or HTV and ensuring precision in intricate designs. 
Additionally, it can prolong the mat’s lifespan by preventing excess adhesive buildup and 
aids in fussy cutting when precise alignment is crucial. Using low-tack or painter’s tape is 
recommended to avoid damage to materials or the mat.

Here is vinyl material laid out on the Cricut mat 
without any secure attachment. This is where tape 
becomes crucial; without it, the material might shift 
during cutting, leading to imprecise results and 
potential machine jams.

The tape securely anchors the 
vinyl to the mat, eliminating 
the risk of slippage. This taping 
technique guarantees a stable 
material foundation for your Cricut 
machine, enabling you to craft 
with confidence and accuracy.

Step 1

Apply tape to the corners of the vinyl. This step 
ensures a secure grip on the mat, preventing any 
movement during the cutting process and allowing 
for precise and flawless results.

Step 3

Step 2

Difficulty Beginner

AnyMaterial
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Calibrate your Cricut for 
Print-Then-Cut accuracy
Calibrating your Cricut for Print-Then-Cut is essential to ensure precise cuts around 
printed images, especially for materials like sticker paper or printable vinyl. It’s useful when 
you encounter consistent misalignment or inaccuracies in your cuts. You can find the 
‘Calibration’ menu under the Main Menu in the upper left corner of Design Space on Desktop 
or under ‘Settings > Print Then Cut Settings’ on the iOS version. You will be prompted to print 
a calibration image on the material you plan to use, and follow the on-screen prompts to 
complete the calibration process. Once calibrated, your machine will accurately cut around 
your printed designs, improving the quality of your projects. If you move your Cricut around a 
lot, then it might need to be calibrated more often. 

Difficulty Intermediate-advanced

Paper/cardstockMaterial

In the “Cricut Design Space Settings” 
menu, you’ll find the “Machine 
Calibration” page for calibrating 
your Cricut.

You’ll encounter a prompt to initiate 
the ‘Print then Cut’ feature.

After selecting your printer and 
loading it with Letter or A4 paper, 
proceed with the print process by 
clicking continue.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Following the instructions, place the printed 
Calibration sheet on the top left corner of your 
Cricut Mat, then press continue.

Printed calibration sheet correctly positioned on the 
top left corner of the Cricut mat.

Continued on next page… 

Step 4 Step 4
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Calibrate your Cricut for  
Print-Then-Cut accuracy continued

In the “Prepare the Machine” step, 
load your mat with the calibration 
sheet into your Cricut, then press go.

After your machine has performed 
the “Basic Calibration” or “Fine 
Calibration” cuts, assess the lines 
on the top & right side of your 
calibration sheet to identify which 
top line & which right line have the 
cut directly through the middle.

Examine the cut through the middle rectangle on the 
calibration sheet without unloading your mat. If it’s perfectly 
aligned, confirm your calibration and exit the windows. If not, 
click “No” and perform another machine calibration.

The mat with the calibration sheet is 
loaded into the Cricut, ready for the 
machine to perform cuts.

These photos illustrate the machine cutting lines directly down the center 
of line 11 on the top row (photo 1) and line H on the right side (photo 2).

This photo shows a perfectly aligned 
cut on the inner rectangle after 
completing the calibration process.

Following the initial calibration cuts, 
examine the cut line around the 
small square in the middle of the 
calibration sheet without unloading. 
Determine if the cut has touched 
the printed line all the way around. 
Select the necessary response to 
move forward with either a Fine 
Calibration or Basic Calibration. 

Step 5

Step 7

Step 8

Step 5

Step 7

Step 8

Step 6

Step 7
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Save your material 
scraps for later use
Saving vinyl - or any of your materials - for later use is cost-effective and eco-friendly as it 
reduces waste. To keep it organized, use a system, such as bins or shelves, to separate and 
categorize your materials by type and color for easy access when needed.

Leftover materials, such as cardstock scraps, can be 
saved and used for future projects. This is especially 
useful when applying the SnapMat technique to 
maximize material usage.

To efficiently organize leftover vinyl or cardstock scraps, 
consider sorting them by color, placing each shade in 
designated compartments or bins. Utilize clear containers 
for easy visibility, allowing you to quickly identify and access 
the desired material. Additionally, label each section to 
streamline the creative process and make the most of your 
saved scraps in future crafting endeavors.

Save vinyl scraps... Here is a bin with assorted colors, 
shapes, and sizes leftover from previous projects. 
These scraps serve as a valuable resource for 
smaller crafting endeavors.

Difficulty Beginner

AnyMaterial
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Use alcohol to prep surface 
before applying vinyl
Before applying vinyl to any surface, it’s crucial to ensure the surface is clean and free of any 
dirt, oils, or residues that could affect adhesion. One effective method for preparing surfaces 
is to use isopropyl alcohol, commonly known as rubbing alcohol. Dampen a lint-free cloth 
with isopropyl alcohol and wipe the surface to remove oils and residues. Allow it to air dry 
completely before applying your vinyl decal or design using a squeegee or credit card for a 
smooth and secure adhesion. This preparation ensures your vinyl projects adhere well and 
maintain their quality over time.

Difficulty Beginner

Adhesive VinylMaterial

Surface Awareness
Your project’s surface may have accumulated 
residue from packaging or oils, or dust from storage. 
It’s crucial to properly prep the surface to ensure a 
clean adhesion when applying vinyl.

Air Dry for Optimal Adhesion
Once the surface is thoroughly 
cleaned, allow it to air dry 
completely before applying 
vinyl. This essential step ensures 
optimal adhesion, contributing 
to the longevity and quality of 
your vinyl projects.

Alcohol Cleaning Process
Clean the surface with rubbing alcohol and a lint-
free wipe, removing any dirt or residues, you can 
also use pre-moistened alcohol wipes. This step 
is key for creating an ideal canvas for your vinyl 
application.
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Use alcohol to remove 
residue if vinyl is removed
To remove residue after vinyl has been removed from a surface, apply a small amount of 
isopropyl alcohol onto a clean cloth then rub the residue with the alcohol-soaked cloth 
until it’s dissolved. Wipe the area clean with a separate, dry cloth. This technique is helpful 
when you’ve removed vinyl decals, stickers, or adhesive labels from a surface and there’s 
sticky residue left behind… for instance, when removing vinyl from glass containers. Isopropyl 
alcohol effectively breaks down the sticky residue, making it easier to clean and restoring 
the surface to its original condition without causing damage.

Difficulty Beginner

Adhesive VinylMaterial

If you need to remove vinyl from a surface, whether 
due to a mistake during application or to revamp 
an old canvas, it’s a great way to save your project 
without waste. Permanent vinyl might leave 
adhesive residue, which you can efficiently remove 
with rubbing alcohol before reusing your canvas.

After vinyl removal, you may notice smudged 
adhesive residue left behind on the project’s 
surface that needs cleaning before reusing.

Unwanted vinyl can be removed from the project 
using a vinyl scraper, Exacto knife, or weeding tool. 
Once loosened, you can use your fingers to peel it 
away from your canvas. 

Apply isopropyl alcohol to a clean cloth to remove 
the residue effectively. Ensure the project has air-
dried completely before attempting to reapply new 
vinyl to the surface.

Step 1

Step 3

Step 2

Step 4
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Use heat to ‘seal’ your 
vinyl on a glass surface
The application of heat helps vinyl adhere more firmly and can extend its durability, 
especially in situations where the vinyl might be exposed to varying temperatures or 
moisture. However, be cautious not to overheat or warp the glass, and always follow safety 
guidelines when using heat sources. Ensure your vinyl design is properly adhered to the 
glass surface. Then, use a heat source like a heat gun or a hairdryer on low to apply heat 
evenly over the entire design. Continue this process for a few minutes, allowing the heat to 
activate the adhesive and ensure a secure bond between the vinyl and the glass.

Difficulty Beginner/Intermediate

Adhesive VinylMaterial

Sealing Vinyl on Glass with Heat
Use a hand-held heat gun to effectively seal 
adhesive vinyl onto a glass tumbler. This step 
ensures a durable bond, making your crafting 
project not only visually appealing but also long-
lasting. Hold the heat source a few inches away 
from your project’s surface. For safety, avoid aiming 
the heat toward your hand to prevent burns; 
consider using a glove for added protection.

Expert Tip: 
While using heat to ‘seal’ vinyl on a glass 
surface is effective, exercise caution 
when applying this technique to plastic-
based projects. Heat guns may emit 
fumes or risk melting the plastic surface. 
Additionally, be mindful when working 
with heat-sensitive materials, as excessive 
heat could potentially damage or warp 
certain substrates. Always test on a small, 
inconspicuous area before applying heat to 
the entire project, and follow manufacturer 
guidelines for both your Cricut materials and 
any surfaces involved.

Expert Tip: 
After using heat to ‘seal’ your vinyl on a glass 
surface, allow the project to cool completely 
before further handling or additional work. 
This ensures that the vinyl adhesion has 
properly set and minimizes the risk of 
unintentional shifts or damage to the  
sealed design.
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Use a ‘cup caddy’ for 
personalizing cups
Using a cup caddy provides stability, preventing the cup from rolling or moving during the 
customization process. This stability is crucial for achieving precise and clean designs, 
particularly when working with vinyl decals. A cup caddy allows for consistent alignment 
and positioning of your design on the cup’s surface. This ensures that your customization 
looks professional and is centered correctly. Cup caddies often have adjustable settings, 
making them versatile for various cup sizes and shapes. This adaptability ensures you can 
personalize a wide range of cups, mugs, and tumblers effectively. You can find inexpensive 
cup caddies at your local craft store, or on Amazon. If you’re feeling crafty, you can also 
make your own!

This cup caddy features useful inch 
measurements that serve as a helpful guide 
for precise vinyl placement. This tool ensures 
accuracy in personalizing cups, making it a 
valuable asset for crafters.

Precise application of vinyl onto 
the tumbler resting on the cup 
caddy. The structured support 
of the caddy facilitates a steady 
hand, ensuring accurate and 
beautifully personalized cups 
with ease.

Place a blank tumbler onto the cup caddy, utilizing 
its structured design to hold the tumbler securely 
in place. This step sets the stage for the seamless 
application of personalized vinyl designs.

Difficulty Beginner

Adhesive VinylMaterial
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Use SnapMat in iOS to 
maximize your materials
Maximize material usage in Cricut Design Space on your iOS device with SnapMat. This is 
great to use for oddly-shaped materials or leftover scraps of materials from a previous 
project. You can optimize material usage, reduce waste, and get the most out of your 
crafting projects while maintaining precision and efficiency. The snap mat. Place your 
material or pieces of material on the mat. Capture an image of the mat with the material 
using the camera icon. Now, on the SnapMat screen, drag and drop your design elements 
onto your material for precise placement.

Review Cut Preview
After sending your 
project to the ‘cut 
preview’ screen in the 
Cricut Design Space 
Mobile App, access the 
SnapMat feature located 
in the  lower left corner 
of the app. 

Use SnapMat to 
Maximize Material Use
SnapMat allows you 
to capture an image 
of your physical mat 
for precise design 
alignment. You can 
move and rotate your 
cut images around to fit 
within the boundaries of 
your material(s). Lay out 
your materials on the 
Cricut mat as you plan 
to cut them. 

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

AnyMaterial

Step 1 Step 2

After cutting, weed the design, 
and you’ll have a finished 
cut on your oddly shaped 
piece of vinyl, showcasing 
the efficiency achieved by 
visualizing materials through 
SnapMat.

Step 3
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Copy and Paste items 
between windows on 
Desktop Design Space
This technique is handy when you’re working on multiple projects or want to duplicate 
design elements between different canvases within Desktop Design Space. It saves time 
and simplifies the design process, allowing you to easily transfer and reuse elements in 
various projects.

First, select the item or design element you want to copy by clicking on it. Then,  
right-click and choose “Copy” from the context menu or use the keyboard shortcut  
Ctrl+C (Cmd+C on Mac). Next, switch to the other window or tab where you want to paste 
the item. Click on the canvas or design area to ensure it’s active, then right-click and select 
“Paste” from the context menu or use the keyboard shortcut Ctrl+V (Cmd+V on Mac).

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

(Any) Desktop Cricut 
Design Space App

Material

Have both of your projects open in separate Cricut 
Design Space windows.

Select the element or elements that you’d like to 
move to the other projects. Copy the selected 
item(s) from the first window using Ctrl+C or  
right-click.

Switch to the second window, click on the canvas, 
and paste the item(s) using Ctrl+V or right-click.

Your design has been successfully moved from 
one Design Space window to another. You can now 
make additional edits to the image in the second 
window or proceed to send your project for cutting 
along with other elements in that window.

Step 1 Step 2

Step 3 Step 4
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Use the right size & shape 
iron for HTV projects

Difficulty Beginner-intermediate

Heat Transfer Vinyl & 
Infusible Ink (sublimation)

Material

Ensure you select an iron that matches the size of the design or area you’re working on. For 
larger designs, consider using a heat press machine, which provides even heat distribution 
and consistent pressure. Conversely, for smaller or more intricate designs, a smaller iron or 
an iron with interchangeable tips can provide better precision. The Cricut EasyPress Mini is 
great for small designs, the Cricut Hat Press is specially-shaped to contour to a hat, and the 
Cricut Mug Press works for hard, cylindrical surfaces. 

This tip is crucial because using the wrong-sized iron can lead to uneven heat application, 
resulting in poor adhesion or incomplete transfers. It’s also essential to adjust the 
temperature and pressure settings according to the specific HTV and material you’re 
working with to achieve professional and durable results.

Considerations if using a Home Iron: Moisture can negatively impact an HTV application 
because it can interfere with the adhesive properties of the vinyl. If moisture is present, it 
can create a barrier, preventing the adhesive from properly adhering to the fabric. This may 
result in poor adhesion, peeling, or incomplete transfers, compromising the durability and 
longevity of the applied design. Therefore, it’s essential to ensure that both the fabric and 
the vinyl are dry before initiating the heat transfer process.

A heat press provides even heat and pressure for a 
flawless application of a decal onto an adult-sized 
T-shirt.

Use a sheet of Teflon between the heat press 
and your project’s work surface to prevent 
sticking, scorching, or unwanted marks during the 
application process.

Continued on next page… 



Page 25

Cricut Tips & Tricks

© Crafty Club

Use the right size & shape 
iron for HTV projects continued

Completed project on an adult-sized T-shirt 
using a large heat press, demonstrating the 
advantages of even heat distribution for 
professional and lasting results.

The Cricut Hat Press, 
uniquely shaped for 
optimal contouring on 
hats, ensuring precise 
heat application for your 
designs.

A home iron being used on a medium-sized 
decal for a child’s T-shirt, showcasing an 
economic alternative for smaller projects. 
Caution should be taken regarding moisture 
when using a home iron for HTV application.

The Cricut EasyPress Mini in action, perfect for small decals on 
shoes, face masks, keychains, headbands, custom patches 
and various other applications, providing precise heat for 
intricate designs.

A comparison of three HTV projects with different heat presses. 
The full-size heat press offers uniform heat, the home iron is 
versatile for economic use, and the Mini Press is ideal for small, 
intricate projects. Each press caters to specific project sizes, 
delivering professional and precise results.

The Cricut Mug Press, designed for 
cylindrical surfaces, offers consistent heat 
distribution, ensuring vibrant and durable 
transfers on mugs.
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